










Recently renowned perfumer Olivier Cresp presented Mercedes 
Benz Perfume: the first fragrance for men. It has three distinct 
types of scents.

While this perfume was announced on 19 September 2011 at the 
TFWA World Exhibition in Cannes, the German automaker released 
a statement for the media on September 29. The new perfume is 
simply called Mercedes-Benz and will be available in special retail 
stores in the first quarter of 2012.

Mercedes-Benz perfume will be available as an eau de toilette, 
after shave, deodorant and shower and body gel.

The luxury car maker is not new to fragrances and permutes. 
Those who drive Maybach or Mercedes-Benz S 600 Pullman already 
know the elusively developed perfumes for this select models. Now 
the company is going more main-stream with it.

Those who are not familiar with describing the scent of a fra-
grance here is little help. The smell of a perfume is described 
in notes which are the careful descriptors of scents that can be 
sensed upon the application of a perfume. There are three classes 
of notes: top/head notes, middle/heart notes, and base notes; 
which denote groups of smells that can be sensed with respect to 
the time after the application of a perfume.

Mercedes says its men’s perfume combines woody notes with 
freshness of flowers. "The cool top note features Calabrian ber-
gamot, lemon essence and Italian mandarin. The middle note is a 
warm, spicy mix of bourbon pepper, nutmeg, violet and galbanum 
resin. The base note provides a spicy finish to the perfume and 
includes American cedar wood, vetyver grass and patchouli."

As the fragrance is for men, Mercedes has designed a masculine 
and modern bottle. The perfume, which is created in partnership 
with the INCC Group adds to the wide range of luxury accessories 
that include watches and glasses.

Source: Torque News
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An estimated 100,000 people in India may have escaped HIV infection 
over five years thanks to one of the world’s biggest prevention programs, an 
encouraging sign that targeting high-risk groups remains vital even as more 
donors focus on treatment, a new study suggests.

While the initial findings regarding the $258 million Avahan project, 
funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, come with large uncer-
tainty due to data limitations and methodology, the study’s authors say the 
overall message is clear: that investing in prevention can make a dent in 
one of the world’s largest epidemics, with an estimated 2.4 million Indians 
infected.

The program was assessed from 2003 to 2008 in six Indian states, home 
to 300 million people and the country’s highest HIV rates when it started. 
It involved needle exchanges, safe-sex counseling, condom distribution 
and other interventions to reach vulnerable groups, including truck drivers, 
injecting drug users, men who have sex with other men, and prostitutes, 
along with their clients and partners. The project’s aim was to reduce the 
number of infections infiltrating the general population by targeting those 
who posed the highest risk.

The assessment published on October 11 in The Lancet medical journal 
suggests that higher Avahan grants per infected person correlated with fewer 
HIV cases in the general population in the southern states of Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Maharashtra. However, that was not the case in southern Tam-
il Nadu and the small northeastern states of Manipur and Nagaland.

Part of the difference may be linked to the epidemics, with sex the main 
mode of transmission in the crowded south and injecting drug use the top 
driver in the remote northeast, said co-author Dr. Lalit Dandona, a profes-
sor at the Public Health Foundation of India. In Tamil Nadu, the authors, 
who are also from the University of Washington, note that HIV levels were 
already lower there because other prevention programs were already run-
ning when Avahan began.

In Karnataka, the program was linked to a 13 percent drop in overall 
HIV rates, the largest observed. Maharashtra saw the smallest decline, just 
over 2 percent.

In all six states, an estimated 100,178 HIV infections were averted due 
to the program, which is the best possible outcome with the available data, 
Dandona said.

The study, also funded by the Gates Foundation, explains that the con-
clusions do come with a degree of uncertainty, mainly because pregnant 
women from antenatal clinics were used as the data source even though 
corrections for this were factored into the calculations.

Dr. Prabhat Jha, director of the Centre for Global Health Research in 
Canada, who has conducted large-scale HIV studies in India, said those 
data are typically used to monitor trends or changes in the epidemic, not to 
estimate infections averted in the general population.

“Right from the start, it just doesn’t work,” he said. “I’m not going to 
judge how high my plane is flying by how many times my ears pop. It 
doesn’t tell you where you’re at.”

Jha also noted that other prevention programs were in place before Ava-
han began and that HIV infections were already in decline. Instead of fo-
cusing on infections averted, he said it makes more sense to assess the 
program more broadly.

“There is substantial evidence that most new HIV infections in India 
arise from sex work, so taking sex work seriously means it will generate 
benefits,” he said. “Even if these are hard to quantify.”

Avahan, which translates from Sanskrit as “call to action,” has been criti-
cized by some for throwing large sums of money at the problem and creat-
ing more waste than results. As the Gates Foundation’s largest HIV preven-
tion program in a single country, the organization donated an additional 
$80 million to the project in 2009. The Indian government is expected to 
take it over.

In an accompanying commentary, World Health Organization experts 
Ties Boerma and Isabelle de Zoysa said that despite many remaining ques-
tions about the project’s overall success, the findings are an encouraging 
first step. “However, seven years into the project, many questions remain 
unanswered,” they wrote.

Source: cbsnews
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You’re in a nightclub and spy a ridiculous-
ly good-looking member of the opposite sex 
across a crowded room. And while that per-
son seems unattached, your delivery of pick-
up lines is appalling (obvious from your lack 
of partners). So, what do you do? You grab 
your high-tech bottle of Medea vodka, pull 
up a chair at the person’s table let them read 
your “message on a bottle”. Honestly, I can’t 
think of another reason for having an LED 
ticker on bottle. “Happy birthday” doesn’t 
cut it, nor does "Hello, my name is ... ", but 
for the shy or clumsy, a well though-out digi-
tal message could be just the thing to get you 
over the line. The only problem is … you 
need to be sober to program the darn thing.

While the recipe for Medea vodka comes 
from the 18th century, the electronic ticker 
on the bottle is straight out of the 21st. The 
makers say it entices drinkers to release their 
inner poet, inner philosopher, or inner flirt.

The bottle can store and display up to six 
messages with 255 characters each as long as 
you follow the (simple?) instructions below 
– watch the video below for a better under-
standing.

Assuming you’ve sampled one or two 
glasses of the contents of the bottle … Step 
1: Press the ON/OFF button – not too dif-
ficult.

Step 2: Press the ENTER button to enter 
programming mode – fairly simple.

Step 3: Press the P-U (UP) to select line (1-
6) to save message in – getting harder.

Step 4: Press ENTER to confirm the line 
where the message will appear – it’s around 
here somewhere.

Step 5: Press the P-U and P-D buttons to 
find the first character of your message, and 

Medea Vodka Bottle with
Programmable LED
Display

press ENTER to save after each character 
selection. Note: space can be found after 
the letter Z. – People are starting to stare at 
you “playing” with your bottle. Don’t make 
a mistake because you have to start again 
unless you want a message like: “YOU 
HAVE LIVELY HARI”. Be quick or your 
intended date may leave before you can fin-
ish punching in the letters.

Step 6: To finish, after you have selected 
the last character, wait until you see a blink-
ing “A”, then press the ON/OFF to save 
the entire message. – Shouldn’t have had 
that third drink. Can’t find the darn button. 
Alone again, naturally.

But, if you’ve mastered the coding, 
you’re all set! Your message will now begin 
to scroll on the ticker.

The battery in the bottle should last 
around 40 hours which means hundreds of 
messages (and quire possibly knockbacks) 
as long as you don’t leave it on constantly.

You can scroll through your six pre-pro-
grammed messages by pressing the P-U 
and P-D buttons when the display is turned 
on (which may save time and embarrass-
ment).

Each message will run for three minutes 
before automatically turning off. Deleting 
and editing are not currently possible. You 
will have to start your message over.

Remember, there’s no spell-checker on a 
vodka bottle so be careful.

MEDEA vodka is readily available for 
around US$40.

Source: gizmag.com
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Forbes Most Powerful 
People List Women Take 
Only 6 Out Of 70 Spots

Angela Merkel
Earnings $303,800 As of November 2011
Title: Chancellor, Germany
Age: 57
Residence: Berlin, Germany
Country of Citizenship: Germany
Hometown: Hamburg, Germany
Marital Status: Married

Jill Abramson
Title: Executive Editor, The New York Times
Age: 57
Residence: New York, NY
Country of Citizenship: United States
Hometown: New York, New York
Education: Bachelor of Arts / Science,
Harvard University
Marital Status: Married
Children: 2

Sonia Gandhi
Title: President, Indian National Congress
Age: 64
Residence: New Delhi, India
Country of Citizenship: India
Hometown: Lusiana, Italy
Marital Status: Widow
Children: 2

Hillary Clinton
Earnings $191,300 As of November 2011
Title: Secretary of State, United States of America
Age: 64
Residence: Washington, DC
Country of Citizenship: United States
Hometown: Chicago, Illinois
Education: Bachelor of Arts / Science,
Wellesley College; Master of Laws, Yale University
Marital Status: Married
Children: 1

Dilma Rousseff
Title: President, Brazil
Age: 63
Residence: Brasilia, Brazil
Country of Citizenship: Brazil
Hometown: Belo Horizonte, Brazil
Education: Bachelor of Arts / Science, Federal Univer-
sity of Rio Grande do Sul
Marital Status: Divorced
Children: 1

Christine Lagarde
Earnings $467,960 As of November 2011
Title: Managing Director, International Monetary Fund
Age: 55
Residence: Washington, DC
Country of Citizenship: France
Education: Master of Arts, Institut d’’etudes politiques 
d’’Aix-en-Provence
Marital Status: Single
Children: 2
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